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HUGO Robinson has well and truly
confirmed himself as one of cyclo-cross’s
biggest future talents with a fantastic debut
at the World Junior Championships.

Having only just turned 16 shortly
before Christmas, Hugo was the youngest
competitor in the prestigious race due to the
fact that this is his first season at junior level
(16-18 years).

Despite this he was still able to finish in
an excellent 22nd place finish at the World
Championships in Sankt Wendel, Germany,
last weekend.

Racing in freezing conditions in front of
a passionate continental crowd of around
30,000 people, the Debenham High School
pupil was the second Briton home, while
more tellingly he was sixth overall amongst
first-year junior riders.

“It was a great experience,” said Hugo,
who flew back from Germany on the Sunday
before sitting a GSCE exam in physics the
following afternoon.

“Cyclocross may be a minority sport
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IN ACTION: Hugo Robinson in the national colours at the World
Cyclo-Cross Championships in Germany (left) and receiving the
Ron Hunt Trophy from Ron's widow Joan at Danbury for being
this year's best young rider
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over here but it is massive over in the likes
of Germany and Belgium. There were
thousands of spectators there for the World
Championships at the weekend.

“The only way | can describe it is that
the build-up and atmosphere is similar to
that which surrounds a big derby match in
football over here.

“There are big crowds and it’s broadcast
on live TV. It’s a world away from competing
back here where you just get a few people
standing in a field watching you.”

Already winning regional men’s races at a
young age, it quickly became apparent that
Hugo had to test himself at a higher level.

The teenager has spent the whole of the
season just gone (early September to late
January) travelling over to Belgium every
other week to take part in high-profile races
alongside the world’s best young riders.

The experience enabled him to beat a
more experienced field to the National
Championship title in Derby earlier this
month meaning he has earned the right to

wear the white jersey next season.

Currently a member of Ipswich Bicycle
Club and sponsored by the town’s EImy
Cycles shop, Hugo ultimately hopes to earn
a deal with one of the continent’s top cyclo-
cross teams and move over there to make a
living out of the sport.

The Suffolk teenager will now spend the
off-season competing in triathlons, mountain
biking and road racing to keep his fitness up.
Itis all gearing up for a big 2011/12 campaign
which will culminate in Robinson trying to
defend his national title in front of a home
crowd at Ipswich’s Chantry Park before
heading to Germany again in an attempt
to secure a top-five finish at the World
Championships.

“I have to thank British Cycling who have
set up an academy for the country’s young
riders this season,” said Robinson. “That’s
enabled us to get some more experience
abroad and the result is that four British
riders all finished above 36th which was our
best finish in 2010.”
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ALMOST 50 club members and guests
filled the ground floor at the Quayside
restaurant in Ipswich for a great presen-
tation night dinner.

Among the guests was Marie Pickess,
widow of long-time member and vice-
president Jack, who sadly died before
Christmas, and time-trial prize winner

James Eman and his wife, who travelled
from Norfolk to join us.

It was a busy night, with a large
number of trophies presented to proud
winners by new chairman TimSnook.

Tim paid tribute to his predecessor
Tim Butler, who served the club for so
many years with great dedication and

distinction.

The evening was coordinated with
great success by Kirsty McLaughlin,
who wrestled with the nightmare of
converting marshalling points into
pounds off the bill for members and
who looked very relieved when it was all
over!
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The 2010/2011 cyclo-cross
season ended up with the
team champs at the popular,
but sadly tea-less, Danbury
course.

Ipswich BC managed a
very creditable third place
against strong teams from
ExtremeSports Therapy and
overall winners the Cyclo
Cross Research Team, so
well done. The Ipswich BC
+1 team were in mid-table
heaven, 12th out of 25, the
youth team were 4th in their
race and the U12s were 3rd.

In the overall league
standings the club had much
to be pleased about.

Tim Butler found enough
energy between plumbing
and heating jobs to win the
Vets 50+ title.

We had three other medal
winners. Craig Gould capped
a great full debut season
with silver in the vets and
Patrick Cook's continued
improvement brought him a
silver as well in the juniors.

And in the U12s Pierce
Bacon took bronze, with
surely the promise of more
next season.

Congratulations to all of
them and indeed all who turn
out for the club to race in the
dark days of autumn and
winter.

Can't wait for September!
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TOP TEAMS:
The youths (top)
Lorna Robinson,
Charlotte Wickens,
Will Hughes and
Alwyn Newstead.
Middle pic Ul2s
Pierce Bacon,
Tomas Gould,
Oliver Vobe and
Sam Booth.

Left: Patrick Cook,
Adam Keer, Ant
Birt and Pete
Ingram
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Membership was due in November, due to a change in the way the Ipswich Bicycle Club has decided to
manage this we are somewhat late with sending out our reminders. You are now able to join online at
www.entrycentral.com For those of you who wish not to renew in this way let me know and | will make
other arrangements. For those not wishing to use cards on-line then follow the information on 'entry
central' and collect a reference number to put on the back of the cheque which you can then send to me
at; 87 Hadleigh Road IP2 0JN.
Jo Newstead, membership secretary

JACK PICKESS,
(pictured
standing,
second right)
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IN THE last newsletter we had to
report that Jack Pickess, a vice
president of Ipswich Bicycle
Club and a member for more
than 70 years, died in hospital
on Monday, December 13. He
was 87.

His widow, Marie. has been
kind enough to write about
Jack, his life and his great love
of cycling.

JACK PICKESS was born in
Ipswich and left school at 17
to have an apprenticeship
with Ransome and Rapiers.
He went on to attain
the status of chartered
mechanical engineer and
worked at BX Plastics, then
spent 31 years at Manganese
Bronze.

He was an instructor
teaching engineering at
Felixstowe School and Civic
College and worked at Leiston
and Hadleigh as a designer
before retirement.

The main passion in his
life was cycling, where he
achieved many medals and
prizes.

He was a notable figure on
the grass track racing circuit
and was a member of three
clubs; Ipswich Bicycle Club,
Veterans CC and the Cycling
Touring Club.

He was also interested in
learning languages. French
and German proved to be
an asset when he travelled
in Europe by car and
motorcycle.

Altogether he visited 37
countries and principalities
with his wife Marie, to whom
he was married for 55 years.

Membership of the Ipswich
International Club and Wine
Circle gave him also gave him
an interest and pleasure over
the years.

He was also cut a good
figure on the dance floor,
reaching silver medal
standard.

111 health meant he had to
give up his cycle rides round
Suffolk's lanes at 81 but he
was able to look back on the
pleasant memories and the
long-lasting friendships he
had over the years.

He felt he had a good life.

The reliability rides on
Sunday February 20 drew a
good crowd of local riders.

In the end 71 signed up to
ride, including one dogged
duo who set off at 9am on
the 100km and returned to
HQ at 2.30pm. Chapeau to
them for sticking at it!

The weather was kind(ish)
with cool air, little wind
and no rain, though roads
were damp from Saturday's
downpours.

Hungry cyclists were
very well fed by Kirsty
McLaughlin's mum and
dad, who were over from
Lincolnshire and kept
everyone topped up with
teas, coffees, cake and
baked spuds. It was very
good of them to support the
club this way and is much
appreciated.

Adam Keer and Rosie
Castle were in charge and
also did a great job in seeing
us all out and all back safe.
0 The next big club event
will be the road race on
Sunday, March 20.

The event was a great
success last year, thanks in
no small part to the help we
received from club members
and friends. This year we
already have a good start as
people have put their hands
up for key roles like first aid
and catering but we need
more, especially marshals.

Remember that your help
gets translated into points
and points go towards the
cost of the end-of-season
dinner!

If you can give up a
couple of hours on Sunday
morning please contact
Rosie Castle on 0794 1889254
the3castles@ntlworld.com







